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allowed his liberty, and that a delegation of the
Duma and an escort provided by General Alexeieff
would accompany him to Tsarskoe Selo.

Pointing out to the Minister that the Czar was
closely related to our own King and on intimate
terms of friendship with him, I urged that I wished
to be in a position to reassure His Majesty that the
Emperor's safety would be fully safeguarded. I
enquired if the Russian Government would agree
to the Czar being accompanied by our Military
Representative as a further precaution. I was
answered that there was not the slightest need for
this and that the Government would much rather
it was not done. His Excellency proceeded to
enquire whether we were making any plans for the
Czar to stay in England, and when I said not, he
declared himself most anxious for His Majesty to
leave Russia, and said he would be most glad if our
King and Government would invite the Czar to
take refuge with them. Should such invitation be
made, it should include condition that the Emperor
would b'e kept in England for the remainder of the
War. He wishes for an answer to this without
avoidable delay."

On the following day, 22nd March, the question
of allowing the Russian Imperial Family to come to
this country was discussed at the Imperial War
Cabinet, and it was decided that in the interests of
his personal safety, it was of the first importance that
the Czar should leave Russia at the earliest possible
date. On a review of the political considerations
involved, and more particularly of the desirability of
avoiding the risk of his being exposed to hostile
intrigue in the event of residence in neutral countries,